
 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF __________________ COUNTY 
 STATE OF GEORGIA 
 
JANE DOE,  
  

Plaintiff,  
  
vs.   CIVIL ACTION FILE 
   NO. ___________________ 
JOHN DOE,  
  

Defendant.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

PETITION FOR DIVORCE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

COMES NOW JANE DOE, Plaintiff in the above-styled civil action, and files this her 

Petition for Divorce against the Defendant and shows this Honorable Court as follows: 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
1. 

Plaintiff shows that she is and has been a resident of the State of Georgia for more than six 

(6) months next preceding the filing of this Petition for Divorce.  

 2. 

The Defendant, JOHN DOE, is a resident of ______________ County, Georgia, and 

subject to the jurisdiction and venue of this Court.  He may be personally served with a copy of 

this Petition and Summons at ________________________ ______________________, 

__________ County, Georgia _______, if he does not acknowledge service. 

 OR 

The Defendant, JOHN DOE, is a resident of ______________ County, Georgia, and 

subject to the jurisdiction and venue of this Court.  He has agreed to acknowledge service of this 

Petition and Summons. 

 OR 

The Defendant, JOHN DOE, formerly resided in the marital home located at _________ 

__________________________, ____________ County, Georgia ___________, and is subject to 

the jurisdiction and venue of this Court.  He is currently living at 

____________________________________, ____________ County, Georgia _________, and 



may be personally served with a copy of this Petition and Summons at said address. 

 OR 

The Defendant, JOHN DOE, formerly resided in the marital home located at _________ 

__________________________, ____________ County, Georgia ___________, and is subject to 

the jurisdiction and venue of this Court.  He is currently living at 

___________________________________, ____________ County, Georgia _________.  

Defendant may be personally served with a copy of this Petition and Summons at his place of 

employment, to-wit: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________, ______________ County, Georgia ______________. 

MARRIAGE 
3. 

The Plaintiff and Defendant were lawfully married on or about _______________, 

19____, and lived together as man and wife until on or about ________________, 2008, and since 

said date have been living in a bona fide state of separation. 

GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE 
4. 

The Plaintiff is entitled to a divorce from the Defendant based upon the statutory grounds 

that the marriage between the parties is irretrievably broken with no prospects of reconciliation, as 

contemplated by O.C.G.A. § 19-5-3(13).  Plaintiff reserves the right to amend this Petition so as 

to allege additional grounds for divorce. 

 OR 

The Plaintiff is entitled to a divorce from the Defendant based upon the following statutory 

grounds: 

a) That the marriage between the parties is irretrievably broken with no prospects of 

reconciliation, as contemplated by O.C.G.A. § 19-5-3(13); 

b) That Defendant is guilty of cruel treatment consisting of the willful infliction of physical, 

emotional or mental pain upon the Plaintiff, such as reasonably justifies apprehension of 

danger to life, limb, health or well-being, as contemplated by O.C.G.A. § 19-5-3(10); 

c) That Defendant is guilty of habitual intoxication, as contemplated by O.C.G.A. 

§ 19-5-3(9); 

d) That Defendant is guilty of habitual drug addiction, as contemplated by O.C.G.A. 



§ 19-5-3(12);  

e) Willful and continued desertion by the Defendant for the term of at least one year, as 

contemplated by O.C.G.A. § 19-5-3(7); 

f) That Defendant has committed adultery, as contemplated by O.C.G.A. § 19-5-3(6); and 

g) Plaintiff reserves the right to amend this Petition so as to allege additional grounds for 

divorce. 

MINOR CHILDREN 
5. 

There are no minor children born as issue of the marriage between the parties. 

 OR 

There is one (1) minor child born as issue of the marriage between the parties, to-wit: 

______________________________, born _________________, 19____, (Male/Female). 

 OR 

There are two (2) minor children born as issue of the marriage between the parties, to-wit: 

______________________________, born _________________, 19____, (Male/Female); and 

______________________________, born _________________, 19____, (Male/Female). 

 OR 

There are no minor children born as issue of the marriage between the parties; however, on 

or about ______________, 19____, Husband adopted Wife’s minor child born prior to the parties’ 

marriage, to-wit: ____________________, born ______________, 19_____, (Male/Female). 

 ADD 

The parties also have one (1) emancipated adult child, to-wit: ______________________, 

born _____________, 19____, (Male/Female). 

 6. 

Plaintiff shows that said minor child has resided with the parties herein since (his/her) 

birth, no proceeding other than this action has ever been initiated concerning the custody of said 

child, and the Plaintiff knows of no individual other than the parties to this action who has any 

claim of custody or visitation rights concerning said child.  The Plaintiff is a fit and capable 

parent, and is otherwise qualified to assume temporary and permanent custody of the parties’ 

minor child. 

 OR 



Plaintiff shows that said minor children have resided with the parties herein since their 

birth, no proceeding other than this action has ever been initiated concerning the custody of said 

children, and the Plaintiff knows of no individual other than the parties to this action who has any 

claim of custody or visitation rights concerning said children.  The Plaintiff is a fit and capable 

parent, and is otherwise qualified to assume temporary and permanent custody of the parties’ 

minor children. 

CHILD SUPPORT 
7. 

The Plaintiff is entitled to child support in accordance with the guidelines found in 

O.C.G.A. § 19-6-15.  Pursuant to Uniform Superior Court Rule 24.2 and O.C.G.A. § 19-6-15, 

Plaintiff’s original Domestic Relations Financial Affidavit is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and 

incorporated herein by reference, and Plaintiff’s original Child Support Worksheet and Schedules 

are attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and incorporated herein by reference. 

MARITAL RESIDENCE 
8. 

The Plaintiff (and the parties’ minor children) is/are residing in a home which was owned 

by the parties, was used as the principal residence of the parties immediately preceding their 

separation, and is their family home.  Said home is located at ____________________________ 

________________________, ____________ County, Georgia ________.  Plaintiff shows that 

Defendant abandoned said residence on or about _______________, 2008.  Plaintiff requests that 

she be awarded temporary and permanent exclusive use and possession of same. 

REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY 
9. 

Plaintiff shows that the parties have substantial tangible personal and real property which 

was acquired during their marriage and used primarily for family purposes.  Plaintiff requests that 

she be awarded an equitable division of this personal and real property. 

10. 

Plaintiff shows that she is entitled to have her separate property based upon facts to be 

proven at trial. 

 11. 

Plaintiff shows that the parties have accumulated various debts during the time of their 

marriage.  The Plaintiff requests that the Court equitably divide the debts of the parties. 



ALIMONY 
12. 

Plaintiff is entitled to receive temporary and permanent alimony from the Defendant for 

her support and maintenance based upon facts to be proven at trial. 

 13. 

Plaintiff shows that she has had to employ an attorney to represent her in these 

proceedings, and requests that Defendant be required to pay reasonable attorney’s fees and costs of 

litigation. 

 
 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays as follows: 

a) That service of process issue and Defendant be served according to law; 

b) That the parties be granted a total divorce, that is to say, a divorce a vinculo 

matrimonii; 

c) That she be awarded temporary and permanent custody of the parties’ minor 

child/children; 

d) That she be awarded temporary and permanent child support from the Defendant 

for the support of the parties’ minor child/children in accordance with the Georgia 

Child Support Guidelines found in O.C.G.A. § 19-6-15; 

e) That she be awarded temporary and permanent exclusive use and possession of the 

marital residence of the parties; 

f) That any marital, personal, and real property accumulated during the marriage be 

equitably divided; 

g) That she be awarded her separate property; 

h) That any debts of the parties incurred during the marriage be equitably divided; 

i) That she be awarded temporary and permanent alimony from the Defendant for her 

support and maintenance; 

j) That she be awarded reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses of litigation from the 

Defendant for the filing and prosecution of this proceeding; 

k) That she be restored to her maiden name, to-wit: __________________________; 

l) That any Settlement Agreement executed by the parties in settlement of the issues 

in this action be incorporated into the Final Judgment of this Court; 



m) That Rule Nisi issue requiring the Defendant to appear and show cause as to why 

Plaintiff’s prayers for temporary relief should not be granted; 

n) That the Defendant be ordered to comply with the Standing Order of this Honorable 

Court pending the entry of a Final Order; and 

o) That she have such other and further relief as this Court deems equitable and just. 

 
This ___ day of _________, 20___. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
  

 
       _____________________________ 
       Pro Se Plaintiff 
       Pro Se 
        
 
Plaintiff’s Address 
City, State Zip Code 
Phone Number 
Alternate Phone Number 
E-Mail Address 
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 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF __________________ COUNTY 
 STATE OF GEORGIA 
 
JANE DOE, * 
 * 

Plaintiff, * 
 * 
vs. *  CIVIL ACTION FILE 
 *  NO. ___________________ 
JOHN DOE, * 
 * 

Defendant. * 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

VERIFICATION 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PERSONALLY APPEARED before the undersigned officer, duly authorized by law to 

administer oaths, JANE DOE, who first having been sworn, deposes and states on oath that the 

within and foregoing Petition for Divorce is true and correct. 

 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
JANE DOE 
Plaintiff 

 
 
Sworn to and Subscribed before me this 
 
________ day of ______________, 20___. 
 
_________________________________ 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



                IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF __________________ COUNTY 
 STATE OF GEORGIA 
 
JANE DOE, * 
 * 

Plaintiff, * 
 * 
vs. *  CIVIL ACTION FILE 
 *  NO. ___________________ 
JOHN DOE, * 
 * 

Defendant. * 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

RULE NISI 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The above and foregoing Petition for Divorce having been read and considered, shall be 

filed.  A copy of same, together with Summons and Rule Nisi, shall be served upon the Defendant 

as provided by law. 

The Defendant is hereby ORDERED to appear and show cause before The Honorable 

_________________________________, Judge, _______ County Superior Court, Room 

_______, at ___________ o'clock _____.m. on the ___________ day of 

_______________________, 20___, as to why the demands stated in Plaintiff’s Petition for 

Divorce should not be granted. 

SO ORDERED, this the _____________ day of ____________________________, 
20___. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Clerk of Court 
Superior Court of ___________ County 
____________ Judicial Circuit 

Prepared and Presented by: 
PRO SE PLAINTIFF 
Pro Se 
Plaintiff’s Address 
City, State Zip Code 
Phone Number 



Alternate Phone Number 
E-Mail Address 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenniferlknight@comcast.net


               IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF __________________ COUNTY 
 STATE OF GEORGIA 
 
JANE DOE, * 
 * 

Plaintiff, * 
 * 
vs. *  CIVIL ACTION FILE 
 *  NO. ___________________ 
JOHN DOE, * 
 * 

Defendant. * 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SERVICE AND 
CONSENT TO JURISDICTION 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

JOHN DOE, Defendant in the above-styled Petition for Divorce, hereby acknowledges 

personal service of said Petition for Divorce and consents to the jurisdiction of this Court.  

Process, copy of process, and all further service is hereby waived. 

 
This the ________ day of __________________, 20___. 

 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
JOHN DOE 
Defendant 

 
Sworn to and Subscribed before me this 
 
________ day of ______________, 20___. 
 
_________________________________ 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF __________________ COUNTY 
 STATE OF GEORGIA 
 
JANE DOE, * 
 * 

Plaintiff, * 
 * 
vs. *  CIVIL ACTION FILE 
 *  NO. ___________________ 
JOHN DOE, * 
 * 

Defendant. * 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SERVICE AND 
CONSENT TO JURISDICTION 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

JOHN DOE, Defendant in the above-styled action, hereby acknowledges personal service 

and receipt of the following listed pleadings and consents to the jurisdiction of this Court.  

Process, copy of process, and all further service is hereby waived.  The pleadings received by 

Defendant are as follows: 

(1) Petition for Divorce a Vinculo Matrimonii; 
(2) Rule Nisi; 
(3) Lis Pendens Notice; 
(4) Plaintiff’s First Interrogatories to Defendant; 
(5) Plaintiff’s First Notice to Produce and Request for Production of Documents to 

Defendant; and 
(6) Standing Order. 

 
 

This the _____________ day of ____________________________, 20___. 
 
 
 
Sworn to and Subscribed before me this   ______________________________ 

JOHN DOE 
_______ day of ______________, 20___.   Defendant 

 
____________________________________ 
NOTARY PUBLIC 


